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The true light, which enlghitens everyone, was coming tnto the world.
John 1:9

Christmas 2025

In the Gospel of John, light represents truth, enlightenment, and the presence of God. Many
spiritual writers use this image to describe how God comes to us through Jesus Christ. Henri
J.M. Nouwen, once wrote: “It is very important to realize that Jesus never forces himself on us.
Unless we invite him in, he will remain a stranger.”

This is where the analogy of sunlight is helpful. We cannot control the brightness or warmth of
the sun, but we can choose how much of it we experience. We may stay indoors and draw the
shades, yet the sun remains a powerful and essential source of life. In much the same way, God’s
presence shines steadily, waiting for us to open our hearts. We may turn away, but we all need
the warmth and guidance that the light of Christ provides.

As we enter Advent, we turn our hearts toward the coming Christ—whose light brings Hope,
Peace, Joy and Love. This season’s worship will feature special music through soloists, our
choir, ensembles, instrumental pieces, or beloved carols. These offerings are gifts to God that
deepen our reflection and celebration. Music opens our hearts to Christ’s light, and we pray it
helps us listen more closely to the story of Emmanuel, God with us.

Advent and Christmas also provide wonderful opportunities to invite a friend or family member
to church. Our Advent Breakfast takes place on Sunday, November 30 at 9:00 am followed by
morning worship at 10:30 am. Come and enjoy a time of food and fellowship as we begin the
season together.

December will be a special month for seasonal music, with our kidzQuire singing during
morning worship on Sunday, December 7. Our Christmas Cantata, Pepper Choplin’s “Ballad of
Bethlehem,” will be presented on Sunday, December 14 at 10:30 am.

On Sunday, December 21, we will enjoy special music from the Men’s Ensemble and Nancy
Denton-Peck’s “The Absolutely Nothing Can Go Wrong Christmas Pageant,” as we tell the story
of the Nativity together. Don’t worry—there are no lines to memorize, just costumes and plenty
of fun for all ages.
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We also recognize that Christmas can be a difficult time for many. As part of our partnership
with Wolfville Area Inter-Church Council, a special “Christmas in a Lower Key Service” will be
held on Sunday, December 21 at 7:00 pm at Orchard Valley United Church in New Minas.

On Christmas Eve, we will gather for our traditional Candlelight Service at 7:00 pm. Special
envelopes will be available for those wishing to support our children and youth ministries,
including Messy Science Camps and sixty ADVENTure Calendars to be shared with children on
the first Sunday of Advent.

On Christmas Day, all are welcome to our fourth annual Christmas Day Social. We will begin
with a Christmas Carol sing at 11:00 am, followed by snacks, coffee/tea, and a turkey dinner
from noon to 4:00 pm. Please join us for a warm and joyful time of fellowship on this special
day.

As we reflect on the blessing of Christ’s birth and the light that has guided our congregation for
nearly two and a half centuries, I invite you to consider a special gift to support our ministries.
An envelope is enclosed and e-transfers may be sent to donatewolfvillebaptist@gmail.com. Your
generosity helps us continue to shine God’s light into our community. As our motto says, we are
“At the Heart of the Community, with the Community at Heart.”

Thank you for helping Wolfville Baptist share the light of Christ into 2026 and beyond.

With blessings for Christmas
and hope and peace in the New Year,
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Scott Kindred-Barnes
Minister of the Congregation
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